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When traveling, we often make a beeline for the homes
of the rich and famous and to buildings that have
Harriet Baskas historical significance. And there’s something appealing
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Photos that imposing church, government building, or residential mansion you pass
by on your way to these tourist destinations? Or that shuttered factory or
art-deco office building in your own home town? Don’t you sometimes
wonder what’s behind those closed doors?

Disable Fly-out &[T}

Story continues below |

Watch Movies advertisement | your ad here

Progressive CLICK FOR TRIP IDEAS TO STRETCH
YOUR DOLLAR AND YOUR SMILE

People Search

Deas, Coupons / “PhadpPENS

Updated _
a4\ : ‘.i -
Dl c.i;"“'

\8/

Compare Prices ‘A

Well, now’s your chance. Thanks to a movement called Doors Open that
began in Glasgow, Scotland, cities in the U.S., Canada and other countries
around the world, now host events where the doors to normally off-limits
spaces are flung open to the public — for free.

This weekend: Doors Open Denver

Billed as a celebration of the city’s built environment and design, the 6th
annual Doors Open Denver takes place April 17-18. Organized by the city
and county of Denver and the Denver Architectural Foundation, event
manager Carol Hiller expects more than 50,000 people to visit the 80 to 90
buildings around town that are usually off-limits to the public.

“It's a way for people to learn something about the history and architecture
of the city,” says Hiller, "and because this year’s theme is adaptive re-use,
they’ll get to see buildings being used in creative new ways.”

This year, participating sites include the city’s old main post office, which
has been turned into a high-security federal courthouse; a restored mansion
that serves as the Colorado Governor’s Residence; a theater in a former
mortuary; a Yellow Cab garage that now houses businesses and residential
units; and the Historic Sugar Building, which was built in 1906 as the
headquarters for the Great Western Sugar Company and now houses office
and retail space, and two original Otis cage elevators.

7 One sure-to-be-popular site
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is the Daniels & Fisher Tower,
which was once the tallest
building in Denver. The Italian
Renaissance Tower has a
restored lobby with marble
floors and walls and a 17th
floor boasting a giant clock-
face and a balcony that offers
great 360-degree views of
the city, the surrounding
plains and the mountains.

Downtown Denver Partnership

Visitors can tour the top "clock-face' floors of Denver's For those who can't decide
Daniels & Fisher Tower during Doors Open Denver. which buildings on the long

list to see, there will be
several lists with suggested themed sites to visit, a Box City where kids can
request permits to begin construction of their own towns and non-stop pipe
organ recital performed on a Wurlitzer installed in a local theater back in
1930.

More doors opened

If you can’t make it to Denver this weekend, don’t worry. Doors at many
other usually off-limits locations will soon be opening in cities throughout
North America, including Toronto, New York, Chicago, Lowell, Mass.

On May 13-15, the city will hold its 9th annual Doors Open Lowell event,
and Stephen Stowell of the Lowell Historic Board says visitors will be free to
peek inside up to 30 buildings, including many reclaimed and restored mill
buildings, a 1920’s classical revival Masonic Temple “with curious chambers
and meeting rooms,” and the subterranean space that once housed giant
turbines for a power plant that ran a local mill.

During Doors Open Toronto, held on May 29-
30, 150 buildings of architectural, historic,
cultural and/or social significance will be open to
the public. Highlights include: Toronto’s City Hall,
which offers self-guided tours of the Rotunda, the
Council Chambers and the Observation Deck, and
the five-story red brick Toronto Flatiron Building,
which pre-dates New York City’s famous Flatiron
Cities of the future building by about ten years. Also open to the
MBI EE SRl public will be the Canada Life building, which has

letting their imaginations ¢
e e ey e a weather beacon and a 17th floor tower room

Launch

cities of the future— offering a panoramic view of downtown Toronto
even if some of their and Lake Ontario, as well as the restored circa-
current projects have 1920 Canon Theater — once the largest and
been scuppered by the . . .

recession. most elegant vaudeville and motion picture

palace in Canada.

New York, which does everything in a
big way, will host the 8th annual Open
House New York event this year on
Oct. 9-10. More than 200 sites
throughout all five city boroughs will
participate, and executive director
Renee Schacht says the event will
include free walking and cycling tours,
kids’ activities, performances, and
much more. Not all of the participating
sites are confirmed yet, but Schacht
says there will be behind-the-scenes
tours at Radio City Music Hall,
historian-led tours of the Woolworth
Building and other popular, if unusual,
sites such as a wastewater treatment
plant in Greenpoint and the Atlantic
Avenue Tunnel, which is accessed not Buffalo City Hall, the country's largest city hall,
offers tours during Doors Open Niagara.
by a door, but by a manhole.

“There are no rats,” says Schacht, "There’s no water leakage and no
sewage. It's an old, abandoned train tunnel that has a constant temperature
in the 60’s year-round. We tell people to bring their flashlights, but those
who arrive with headlamps get the best views.”

Cross-border doors

On Oct. 17-18, between 75 and 100 churches, historic homes museums,
and theaters will be participating in Doors Open Niagara. Put together by
the Binational Tourism Alliance, this event straddles the U.S./Canadian
border in the Buffalo and Niagara Falls region of New York and in
communities around Niagara-on-the-Lake and Niagara Falls, Ontario, in
Canada.

On the Canadian side, visitors
can tour sites such as the
Port Dalhousie Inner Range
Lighthouse in St. Catherines
and Queenstown’s Mackenzie
Printery and Newspaper
Museum, which houses the
oldest press in Canada.

On the U.S. side, Doors Open
Courtesy Tourism Toronto  participants will be allowed to

The restored, circa-1920 Canon Theater was once Canada's tour Buffalo’s Electric Tower,
largest and most elegant vaudeville and movie palace. which was built in 1912 as an

advertisement for electricity,
and the impressive 32-floor, art deco Buffalo City Hall, one of the largest
city halls in the country. The building has exquisite, detailed murals in the
lobby and an outdoor observation deck that offers views of Niagara Falls.

Future doors to be opened

Unfortunately for Chicago, which calls itself America’s first city of
architecture and design, budget constraints eliminated funding for the city’s
Doors Open-style celebration for 2010. However, the Chicago Architecture
Foundation, which offers very reasonably-priced bus, walking, train and river
cruise tours year-round, is already putting together funding for Open House
Chicago 2011, which will take place on Oct. 14-16.

In the meantime, if you're
visiting Chicago orany [ a

other city, take a mqment ZEED See the latest

to look at the Web sites of entries

local historical and See the amazing images sent
architectural organizations by msnbc.com readers and

submit your own for next Sunset at Emeryville, CA

before you go. Many of week!

those sites have lists of

historical homes, buildings
and structures you can visit Participate in our weekly photo contest

View the latest contest winner and take the quiz

year-round on free or low-
cost guided tours, or on self-guided tours with maps you can pick up in town
or download from the Web.

And don’t be shy: if you're curious about what’s inside a building, go up to
the door, poke your head inside, and ask. You may end up on a private tour
of a hidden architectural treasure.

Harriet Baskas is a frequent contributor to msnbc.com, authors the “Stuck
at the Airport” blog and is a columnist for USATODAY.com. You can follow
her on Twitter.

[] THE WELL-MANNERED TRAVELER

Do you have a question about what is proper etiquette when on the
road? Do you have a story about a particularly obnoxious traveler?
Or, do you have general feedback for Harriet? Then send on your
thoughts. Your comments may end up in a future column, so be sure
to include your name, home town, and contact information.

Your name

Your city & state

Your e-mail address

Send

Your e-mail address and/or phone number will not be published. Leave your name or
hometown blank if you do not want it published.

DON'T MISS THESE TRAVEL STORIES FROM MSNBC.COM

Cities open closed doors for visitors

Hotels worth your tax refund

Oops! I just landed in the wrong city

National park fees to be waived April 17-25
Lawmakers take aim at baggage fees | Video

© 2010 msnbc.com. Reprints

) Discuss Story Rate Story: oW soiiies o
On Newsvine View popular 4.5 after 6 ratings
Email 4 Instant Message 7 Print
3 More news
Travel Tips Travel Top stories
True cost of a vacation can be Volcano flight chaos worsens amid U.S. charges Goldman Sachs with
hidden in the fees health fears civil fraud
A hodgepodge of new and unexpected fees could mean your ks » Europeans should try to stay indoors if ash from i ®» The government has accused Goldman Sachs & Co.
next trip can end up costing far more than expected. Stay on Iceland's volcano starts to settle, the World Health Organization of defrauding investors by failing to disclose conflicts of interest
budget, and dodge some fees by knowing what to watch out for.  said as the flight chaos affecting the continent got worse. in mortgage investments it sold as the housing market was
faltering.
Wait, | never bought flight insurance! Volcanic cloud casts long shadow over U.S. travel J
ki Volcano flight chaos worsens amid health fears
Oops! | just landed in the wrong city Cruise lines putting together contingency plans g
. . . .. klaui® Exonerated anthrax suspect: FBI harassed me
When do you need a tour guide? Doors Open: cities fling open closed doors to visitors
_ _ U.K. election hopefuls in U.S.-style TV debate
Best and worst airports to find a date Hotels worth your tax refund
] ] . ] klap Thai PM: Army will be involved in security
Changes in the air for same day flight changes Eye-popping structures worth a detour
L3 New Balance sidesteps FTC ad rules
AARP® Auto Insurance- Over 50 Only New York Moms: Make $96/Hr From Home
9 out of 10 New Members Save. Get Your Free Instant Quote Today! Make $96/Hr working from home. Read this shocking special report now!
AARP.TheHartford.com www.wallstreetgazettenews.com
$463 Teeth Whitening Trick For $4 Mom makes $8,927.93/Month from Home
REVEALED: A Mom's Shocking Method of Turning Yellow Teeth White for "I only work 10-15 hours a week part-time from my home computer..."
$4 www.3NewslInsider.com

www.VanityReports.com

msnbc Featuring TODAY Nightly News Dateline Meet the Press 8 1 snbc.com on your phone g Sign up for e-mail & SMS alerts

msnbc tv Newsweek Newsvine EveryBlock : _
Cf- 5 i msnbc.com on Facebook BN Subscribe to our RSS feeds
m} .Com Categories Top stories Local news U.S. World Politics —

. N\ .
A Fuller Spectrum of News msnbc.com on Twitter E Subscribe to our podcasts

Business Sports Entertainment Health
Tech & science Travel Weather B More NewsTools from msnbc.com



http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/3032525/ns/us_news
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/3032507/ns/world_news
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/3032553/ns/politics
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/3032072/ns/business
http://nbcsports.msnbc.com/id/3032113/ns/sports
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/3032084/ns/entertainment
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/3032076/ns/health
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/3032118/ns/technology_and_science
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/3032123/ns/travel
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/6981409/ns/travel-travel_photos
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/15290317/ns/travel-news
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/7394115/ns/travel-tips
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/9521376/ns/travel-destinations
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/8077103/ns/travel-deals
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/9341026/ns/travel-seasonal
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/6891010/ns/travel-cruising
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/6576217/ns/travel-active
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/7184213/ns/travel-family
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/6559150/ns/travel-business_travel
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/6845110/ns/travel-luxury
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/3948437
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/3032128/ns/weather
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/8004316/ns/video
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/4999736/ns/multimedia
javascript:nm_flyouts();location.reload();
http://g.msn.com/0AD00001/1642493.1?!&&PID=7085334&UIT=G&TargetID=21764919&AN=1091242406&PG=NBCML4
http://g.msn.com/0AD00001/1638783.1?!&&PID=6881396&UIT=G&TargetID=8321735&AN=672728042&PG=NBCML5
http://g.msn.com/0AD00007/1650894.1?!&&PID=7096962&UIT=G&TargetID=8229507&AN=975915683&PG=NBCML9
http://msnbc.pgpartner.com/home_coupons.php?mode=msnbc_,Travel_36508215_A-Column_flyout
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/
http://www.msn.com/
http://hotmail.msn.com/
javascript:toggleMSNMore()
http://login.live.com/login.srf?lc=1033&id=41762&ru=http%3a%2f%2fwww.msnbc.msn.com%2f%3fid%3d36508215&tw=1800&kv=1&ct=1271456276&ems=1&ver=2.1.6000.1&rn=1BxjvBkg&tpf=c50034950f91cdaa92a12798108fb4c8
http://today.msnbc.msn.com/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/3032619/ns/nightly_news
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/3032600/ns/dateline_nbc
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/3032608/ns/meet_the_press
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/3096434/ns/msnbc_tv
http://nbcsports.msnbc.com/id/3032113/ns/sports
http://www.msn.com/
http://msnbc.pgpartner.com/mrdr.php?url=http%3A%2F%2Fmsnbc.pgpartner.com%2Fsearch_getprod.php%3Fmasterid%3D88397506&mode=msnbc_Travel_36508215_mnu
http://msnbc.pgpartner.com/mrdr.php?url=http%3A%2F%2Fmsnbc.pgpartner.com%2Fsearch_getprod.php%3Fmasterid%3D88397506&mode=msnbc_Travel_36508215_mnucmpr
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/32780574/ns/travel-destinations
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/32780574/ns/travel-destinations
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/36561325/ns/travel-destinations/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/36561325
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/36561325/ns/travel-destinations/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/36561261/ns/travel-its_a_snap_photo_of_the_week/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/26661738/ns/travel-destinations/
http://www.newsvine.com/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/7468311/
javascript:emThis('36508215')
javascript:IMThis('36508215','/ns/travel-tips/')
javascript:printThis('36508215')
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/36508215#storyContinued
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/26613008/
http://g.msn.com/_2AD0001T/112000000000021004.1?!&&PID=7006655&UIT=G&TargetID=8318163&AN=1342720450&PG=NBCSMT&ASID=7ba5c2e790ea400fab398f66f7877ef1http%3a//bs.serving%2dsys.com/BurstingPipe/BannerRedirect.asp?FlightID=1313151%26Page=%26PluID=0%26EyeblasterID=2453732%26Pos=40284762488012442%26ord=%5btimestamp%5d
http://www.denvergov.org/Default.aspx?alias=www.denvergov.org/DoorsOpenDenver
http://www.doorsopenlowell.org/
http://www.toronto.ca/doorsopen/
http://www.ohny.org/programs/
http://www.doorsopenniagara.ca/
http://www.ohchi.org/
http://stuckattheairport.com/
http://twitter.com/hbaskas
javascript:document.mailbag.submit();
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/36508215/ns/travel-tips/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/36280561/ns/travel-luxury/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/36325380/ns/travel-tips/ns/travel-tips/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/36477385/ns/travel-seasonal/ns/travel-seasonal/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/36525588/ns/travel-news/ns/travel-news/
javascript:vPlayer('36565800','')
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/3303539/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/7394115/ns/travel-tips/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/36507505/ns/travel-tips/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/36467055/ns/travel-tips/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/36325380/ns/travel-tips/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/36318880/ns/travel-tips/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/36222962/ns/travel-tips/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/36425651/ns/travel-tips/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/3032123/ns/travel/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/36591444/ns/travel-news/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/36591444
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/36577023/ns/travel-news/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/36596707
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/36596707/ns/travel-cruising/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/36508215/ns/travel-tips/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/36280561/ns/travel-luxury/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/36475641/ns/travel-business_travel/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/36597290/ns/business-us_business/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/36597290
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/36591444
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/36591444/ns/travel-news/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/36565308
http://today.msnbc.msn.com/id/36565308/ns/today-today_people/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/36592010
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/36592010/ns/world_news-europe/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/36596750
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/36596750/ns/world_news-asiapacific/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/36476797
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/36476797/ns/business-us_business/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/
http://today.msnbc.msn.com/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/3032619/ns/nightly_news/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/3032600/ns/dateline_nbc
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/3032608/ns/meet_the_press_online_at_msnbc
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/3096434/ns/msnbc_tv
http://www.newsweek.com/
http://www.newsvine.com/
http://www.everyblock.com/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/3098358/ns/local_news-local_news
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/3032525/ns/us_news
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/3032507/ns/world_news
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/3032553/ns/politics
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/3032072/ns/business
http://nbcsports.msnbc.com/id/3032113/ns/sports
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/3032084/ns/entertainment
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/3032076/ns/health
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/3032118/ns/technology_and_science
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/3032123/ns/travel
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/3032128/ns/weather
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/16192026/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/16192026/
http://www.alerts.msnbc.com/
http://www.alerts.msnbc.com/
http://www.facebook.com/msnbc/
http://www.facebook.com/msnbc/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/5216556/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/5216556/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/29164160/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/29164160/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/8132577/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/8132577/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/23781733/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/23781733/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/3032123/ns/travel
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/7394115/ns/travel-tips
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/17385604/ns/travel-tips

